Advanced Placement Literature and Composition

Course Syllabus – Mrs. Wolf

Philosophy:

The purpose of the advanced placement program is to challenge students by engaging them in college level course work.  As a result, the workload is quite rigorous and very demanding.  Students are expected to read independently and engage in higher level thinking and writing.  It is also an opportunity for students to have an active voice within the classroom so that we may all learn from each other.  Through a wide range of literature genres, writing assignments, and other classroom activities, students will become better prepared for the college experience.  It is important to have a good attitude, be open-minded, and always strive to do your best.  

According to the Advanced Placement Course Description: English:


“An Advanced Placement English course in Literature and Composition should engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature.  Through the close reading of selected texts, students should deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers.  As they read, students should consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.”

Course Objectives:

· Develop accurate, perceptive reading through close study of major texts representing various literary genres

· Deepen understanding and appreciation of literature

· Understand the technique of poetry as it affects and enhances meaning in a poem

· Generate independent, thoughtful, and analytical discourse during class discussions

· Deliver oral presentations and lead class discussions with poise and clarity

· Develop college-level writing abilities

· Recognize works for their literary merit

Expectation of Students:

· To actively participate in class discussions and activities

· To complete all assignments to the best of your abilities

· To promptly turn in all assignments 

· To be prepared for class each day

· To behave maturely and maintain an open mind at all times

· To behave as a literary scholar

· To read texts thoroughly:  annotate, read closely, and look up all unfamiliar vocabulary words

· To be able to work on multiple assignments since you will have long-range assignments as well as daily assignments

Class Assignments:

· Writing: You will be writing on a weekly/daily basis.  Some types of assignments include timed (in class) essays, take home essays, homework based on essays, novels, plays, and short stories.  Timed writing will occur weekly and take home assignments will also occur weekly.

· Reading:  Major works will be read, analyzed, and discussed frequently.  We will read a wide range of genres including novels, plays, and short stories from American and British authors.

· Tests/Quizzes:  Tests and quizzes will follow major literary selections and are always announced.  You will also take practice AP multiple-choice tests in preparation for the AP exam in May.

· Projects/Presentations:  Creative projects, oral presentations, and open discussions will occur throughout the year.  These types of activities allow students to actively and creatively engage in learning and sharing their insight with the class.

You can expect homework of some sort every night, which will include a combination of reading and writing.  All reading will be done independently outside class. You will be expected to complete all reading assignments and be prepared to participate in class discussions and all assignments pertaining to the reading.

Supplies:

· A three ring binder (at least 2 inches due to the many handouts you will receive)

· Eight dividers (Headings: Short Stories, Essays, Novels, Plays, Writing, Poetry, Literary Terms, Practice Tests)

· Loose leaf paper

· Pens

· Highlighter

· Folder

Please purchase a copy of the novel A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving.  If this will be a problem, please see me in private.

Grading and Make Up Work:

Deadlines are extremely important!!  You are expected to be responsible and mature, therefore all your work must be turned in on the announced due date.  Use your time wisely and plan accordingly so that you will be able to complete your work.  I understand you are juggling so much: school work, jobs, extracurricular activities, family, and friends.  This sort of juggling will continue beyond high school into college and real life.  Now is the time to practice and prepare!

· The lowest grade will be dropped, unless it is a zero!   All work must be turned in and must be original – cheating will result in a zero and will not be tolerated!!

· If you are absent on the day that an assignment is due, you must bring in a legitimate excuse from a parent/guardian.  Parents and guardians are encouraged to keep me updated and informed of situations that affect your work.  

· You may send in work with a reliable friend or family member.  You may always turn in work before the due date.

· All work must be made up including tests, quizzes, timed writing, etc.  Be prepared to make up this work upon your arrival.  

· If you are in school and fail to come to class to turn in an assignment, you will receive a zero.  You will not have the opportunity to make up this work.

Rules:

I have two basic rules –

1. RESPECT – This works for all of us.  Be respectful of each other, while also respecting authority and the classroom.  We want to listen to each other and treat each other the way we would like to be treated.

2. Be prepared – Be on time and prepared with all necessary classroom material.

Please be mindful of the following:

· Cell phones must be off at all times

· Please stay seated until the bell rings

· Please refrain from eating and drinking – water is permitted, but do not abuse this concession!

Student and Parent Correspondence:

· Students should feel free to speak with me at any time.  It is important for me to be aware of any issues or concerns that may affect you and your work.  Please see me if you have questions or want to discuss something that is important to you.  I want to be able to help you be successful and safe – that is my top priority!  Our conversations are always private, however it is my responsibility to assure your safety and well-being, therefore I will do what is necessary to seek the help and assistance you may need.

· I will contact your family regarding any concerns I may have regarding your performance and/or behavior in class.

· You will be spoken to regarding recurring tardies to class and any time you skip class.  Appropriate action such as write-ups and time in ISR will be enforced.

· Feel free to contact me at any time.  If I am not able to take your call, please leave a voice mail message and I will return your call when I am available.  Please call the school at 278-5800 and ask for extension 41233.

Extra help:

I am available to you whenever you need help.  Please do not be afraid to ask for my help!  You can speak to me before or after class.  You can also make arrangements to meet with me during a free period or after school.  

Plagiarism/Cheating:

There will be no tolerance for cheating or plagiarism in the AP classroom.  Plagiarism includes using any part of someone else’s written thoughts and not giving him or her credit.  Cheating includes using Cliffs Notes or Spark Notes and not reading the actual texts; copying and pasting from the Internet, copying someone else’s annotations, vocabulary, or any other type of assignment; and every type of “typical” cheating.  The goal is for you to be an independent and confident thinker.  I look forward to reading your insights and responses; they make the class interesting and unique.  If you fail to submit original work, you will be penalized accordingly.

Course Content:

Here is an outline of the units and major titles we will be working with throughout the year.  Titles are subject to change at my discretion.

· Discuss summer reading and complete assignments – The Awakening by Kate Chopin, Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston, Catch 22 by Joseph Heller, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey

· Introduction Essay

· Literary and reflective essays

· Short Story Unit

· Poetry Unit

· Major essays from American and British authors

· Familiarity and application of literary terms and devices

· Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (Novel)

· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (Novel)

· A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving (Novel)

· A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen (Play)

· Othello by William Shakespeare (Play)

· Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw (Play)

· Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen (Novel)

· Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (Novel)

All texts will be provided for you, except for A Prayer for Owen Meany, which I am requesting you purchase.  You are encouraged to purchase a copy of any of the books that we will be studying.  I will give you approximately 3-4 weeks to complete the reading so plan accordingly.


Now that you have a better understanding of the work involved with this class, I hope you will welcome the challenges that will be presented to you.  My philosophy in this classroom is that respect, cooperation, hard work, and an open mind help ensure success.  By coming to class prepared and on time, participating in class discussions, completing all work with your best effort, and respecting one another, this will prove to be a wonderful experience for all of us.  I am looking forward to another exciting and enlightening year.  Let’s make the most of our time together!

